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SOCI AL STUDI ES

By the end of Gade 12, students w | gai n a know edge of history, civics
and gover nnent, geogr aphy and econonics; understand the i nteraction
bet ween and anong hi story, the soci a sci ences and hunani ti es; and
appl y that know edge and under st andi ng as responsi bl e ci ti zens.

PROGRAM GOAL S

As aresult of educationin Gades K-12, students w | :

* denonstrat e know edge of the structure of Lhited Sates and worl d history to un-
derstand life and events inthe past and howthey rel ate to one’s own | i fe experi ence;

 analyzethe historical roots andthe current conpl exity of relations anong nationsin
an i ncreasi ngly i nt er dependent wor | d;

* denonstrat e an under st andi ng of the concept of cul ture and howdifferent perspec-
tives energe fromdifferent cul tures;

» appl y geographi c know edge, skills and concepts to under st and hunan behavi or i n
relationtothe physical and cul tural environnent;

» describetherel ationshi ps anong the i ndi vidual , the groups and the institutions
whi ch exi st inany soci ety and cul ture;

* denonstrat e know edge of howpeopl e create rul es and | ans to regul at e t he dy-
namc rel ationshi ps of individual rights and soci etal needs;

» apply concepts fromthe study of history, cul ture, economcs and governnent to the
under st andi ng of the rel ati onshi ps anong sci ence, technol ogy and soci ety;

» descri be how peopl e organi ze systens for the production, distribution and con-
sunpti on of goods and ser vi ces;

» denonstrat e an under standi ng of howideal s, principl es and practices of citizenship
have ener ged over tine and across cul tures; and

» descri be howthe study of individual devel opnent and identity contributes tothe
under st andi ng of hunan behavi or.
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K-12

H story

) H storical Thinking

2 Local, Lhited States
and Wrld Hi story

3 H storical Thenes

4 Appl yi ng Hi story

G vi cs and Gover nnent

5 Uhited States Constitution
and Gover nnent

6 Ri ghts and
Responsi bilities of
dtizens

CONTENT STANDARDS

Through t he study of Uhited Sates and worl d history:

Sudentsw | devel op historical thinkingskills, including
chronol ogi cal thi nki ng and recogni zi ng change over tine;
cont ext ual i zi ng, conprehendi ng and anal yzi ng hi stori cal
literature; researching historical sources; understandi ng
the concept of historical causation; understandi ng com
peting narratives and i nterpretation;, and constructing
narratives andinterpretation.

Sudentsw | use historical thinkingskillstodevel op
an under standi ng of the naj or hi storical periods, issues
andtrendsinlhited Sates history, world history, and
Gnnecti cut and | ocal history.

Sudents w | apply thei r understandi ng of historical

peri ods, issues and trends to exam ne such historical
thenes as ideal s, beliefsandinstitutions; conflict and
conflict resol ution; human novenent and i nteraction; and
sci ence and t echnol ogy i n order to understand howt he
worldcanetobetheway it is.

Sudents w || recogni ze t he conti nui ng i nportance of
hi storical thinkingand historica know edgeintheir own
livesandintheworldinwhichtheylive.

Through t he study of civics and gover nnent :

Sudents w Il apply know edge of the U S Qonstitution,
howthe U S. systemof governnent works and howt he
rule of lawand the val ue of liberty and equal i ty have an
i npact onindividual, local, state and national decisions.

Sudents w || denonst rat e know edge of the rights and
responsi bi lities of citizenstoparticipateinand shape
publ i c policy, and contribute to the nai nt enance of our
denocratic way of life.
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7 Political Systens

8 International Relations

Geogr aphy

9 Pl aces and Regi ons

10) Physical Systens

11) Human Systens

12) Human and Environ-
mental Interaction

Econom cs

13) Limted Resources

14) Economi c Systens

15) Econom c | nterdependence

Sudentsw !l explainthat political systens enanate from
t he need of hurmans for order, |eading to conprom se and
t he est abl i shnent of authority.

Students w || denonstrate an under st andi ng of howt he
naj or el enents of international relations andworldaffairs
affect their |ives andthe security and wel | -bei ng of their
conmuni ty, state and nati on.

Through t he study of geogr aphy:

Sudents w | use spatial perspectivetoidentifyand
anal yze t he si gni fi cance of physical and cul tural character-
i stics of places and worldregi ons.

Sudents w | use spatial perspectiveto explainthe physi-
cal processes that shape the Earth' s surface and its ecosys-
t ens.

Sudentswll interpret spatial patterns of hunan mgra-
tion, economc activities and politica unitsin Gnnecticut,
the nation and t he worl d.

Sudents w | | use geographi c tool s and t echnol ogy to
explaintheinteracti ons of hunans and the | arger environ-
nent, and t he evol vi ng consequences of those i nt erac-
tios.

Thr ough t he st udy of econom cs:

Sudents will denonstrate that because hunan, nat ural
and capital resources arelimted, individual s, househol ds,
busi nesses and gover nnent s nust nake choi ces.

Sudents w || denonstrate that various econom c systens
coexi st, and that econom c deci si ons are nade by i ndi -

vi dual s and/ or gover nnents, influenced by narkets,
cultural traditions, individual s and governnents inthe

al | ocati on of goods and ser vi ces.

Sudents w || denonstrate howthe exchange of goods and

servi ces by indi vi dual s, groups and nations creat e eco-
nom c i nt er dependence and change.
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CONTENT STANDARD 1:

H stori cal

Thi nki ng

Sudents w il devel op historica thinkingskills, including chronol ogical
t hi nki ng and r ecogni zi ng change over tine; contextualizing, conprehend ng and
analyzing historical literature; researching historica sources; understandi ng
the concept of historical causation; understandi ng conpeting narratives and
interpretation, and constructing narratives andinterpretation.

K-12 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades K-4 w || assure that
st udent s:

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 5-8w || assure that
st udent s:

Educat i onal experiences in
Gades 9-12w | | assure that
st udent s:

gat her historical datafrom
nul ti pl e sour ces;

engage i n readi ng chal -

| engi ng primary and
secondary hi stori cal
source naterial' s, sone of
whichis contradi ctory
and requi res questi oni ng
o vaidty,

descri be sources of histori -
cal infornation;

identifythemainideaina
source of historical infor-
mati on;

identifyways different
culturesrecordtheir

hi stori es, conpare past
and present situations and
events, and present find-
ingsinappropriate oral,
witten and vi sual ways;

create tinel i nes whi ch
sequence event s and
peopl es, usi ng days,
weeks, nont hs, years,
decades and cent uri es;
and

(conti nued)

formul ate historical ques-
tions based on prinary
and secondary sour ces,

i ncl udi ng docunent s,
eyew t ness account s,
lettersandd aries, arti-
facts, rea or simil ated
historicd sites, charts,
graphs, di agrans and
wittentexts;

gat her infornation from
nul ti pl e sources, incl ud-

ing archives or el ectronic
dat abases, to have experi -
ence wth historical

sour ces and t 0 appreci ate
the need for mul tiple

per spect i ves;

di sti ngui sh bet ween
prinmary and secondary
Sour ces,

interpret datainhistorical
naps, phot ographs, art
works and ot her artifacts;

(conti nued)
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formul ate historical ques-
tions and hypot heses from
nul ti pl e perspecti ves,

usi ng nul ti pl e sour ces;

gat her, anal yze and r econ-
cilehistorica infornation,
i ncl udi ng contradi ctory
data, fromprinary and
secondary sources to
support or reject hypot h-
€SES,

interpret oral traditions
and | egends as “hi stories”;

eval uate datawthinthe
historicd, socid, pditica
and econoni ¢ context in
vhi chit was creat ed,
testingitscredibility ad
eval uatingits bias;

descri be the mul tipl e
i nt er secti ng causes of
events; and

use pri nary sour ce docu-
nents to anal yze mnul ti pl e

per spect i ves.



